CLASSIFICATION OFFICE DECISION 


Title of publication: 

Autumn Blood 

Other known title(s): 

Not stated 

OFLC ref: 

1500554.000 

Medium: 

DVD 

Distributor: 

Revolution Entertainment Ltd 

Director: 

Markus Blunder 

Producer: 

Markus Blunder 

Country of origin: 

Austria, United States 

Language: 

English 

Applicant: 

Chief Censor 

Classification: 

Objectionable except if the availability of the publication is 
restricted to persons who have attained the age of 16 years. 


Excisions: No excisions recommended 

Descriptive note: Violence, sexual violence and content that may disturb 

Display conditions: None 

Date of entry in Register: 25 August 2015 

Date of direction to 24 August 2015 

issue a label: 

Date of notice of decision: 24 August 2015 



Components 

Running time 

Menu: 

Play Film 



Chapters 



Trailers 


Feature (s): 

Autumn Blood 

96:19 

Timed component(s): 

Stephen King's A Good Marriage 

1:46 





Saints And Soldiers: Battle Of The Tanks 

1:31 


Notices 

1:04 

Total running time: 


100:40 


Summary of reasons for decision: 

The Chief Censor determined that this DVD should be received for classification, following a 
complaint from a concerned member of the public. The complainant felt the M rating was 
misleading, outlining content of strong rape against a child. The DVD was originally cross-rated 
in March 2015 by the New Zealand Film and Video Labelling Body from its Australian rating of 
M, with a note for violence and offensive language. 

‘Autumn Blood’ is a slow moving American/Austrian survival film. It follows a 16-year-old girl 
who is the victim of two rapes and intimidation by a hunter and his two friends. The first rape 
scene in particular is confronting and harrowing to watch, focusing on the girl’s helplessness, 
distress and pain. The men then pursue the girl and her younger brother at length through an 
isolated mountainous region and several murders occur. The cruel treatment of the girl and her 
brother, and the lack of legal redress or consequences for the murderers and rapists, increases the 
impact. This is likely to be shock and disturb younger viewers, and be highly upsetting and 
triggering to victims of sexual violence of any age, especially if they are not warned by a 
descriptive note of this content. The depictions of sometimes bloody violence are also likely to 
shock and disturb younger viewers. A degree of maturity is required to place this content within 
the context of a survival tale. The DVD is therefore restricted to viewers aged 16 and over. This 
restriction limits the right to freedom of expression contained in the New Zealand Bill of Rights 
Act 1990, but is the lowest applicable restriction that can be applied in order to prevent injury to 
the public good. The inclusion of sexual violence in the descriptive note means that viewers over 
the age of 16 will be able to make an informed choice about whether to view the DVD if they 
wish to avoid potentially triggering depictions of rape. 



